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1. IN MY FIRST GENERAL "INFORMAL'' CONVERSATION WITH DEPUTY 

FONMIN NAGY (SEPTEL-NOAL) I OBSERVED THAT VIETNAM CONTINUED TO BE THE 
MOST IMPORTANT AREA WHERE WHAT HUNGARY SAID AND DID HAD 
AN IMPACT ON OUR RELATIONSHIP. EXAMPLES COULD BE FOUND IN 
THEIR RECENT COMMUNIQUES WITH BULGARIA AND THE PRG. WE 
FELT THATIN BOTH CASES HUNGAY HAD EXPRESSED A STRONGLY 
PARTISAN VIEW OF THE ISSUE IN A SITUATION IN 

WHICH IT HAD UNDERTAKEN A ROLE WH*CH REQUIRED IT TO FUNCTION 
IMPARTIALLY. WE WERE AWARE OF HUNGARY'S SUBSTANTIVE POLICIES 
ON VIETNAM BUT ITS PARTICULAR ROLE THERE NOW CALLED FOR 
MORE EVENHANDEDNESS. I ADDED THAT I WONDERED WHY IN A 
COMMUNIQUE WITH BULGARIA VIETNAM NEEDED TO BE MENTIONED AT ALL. 

2. NAGY SAID THAT IT WAS ONLY DUE TO HUNGARIAN EFFOTS 
THAT THE COMMUNIQUE WITH BULGARIA HAD BEEN AS "VAGUE" AS 
IT WAS. IT WAS NOT CONCEIVABLE THAT HUNGARY COULD HAVE 
REFUSED TO INCLUDE 
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COMMUNIQUE WHEN BULGARIA HAD SUGGESTED IT. BUT 

THEY HAD TAKEN THEIR FUNCTION AND OUR VIEWS INTO ACCOUNT 

IN THE WORDING. 

3. NAGY SAID THAT WHEN US HAD GONE TO AN ICCS OF FOUR 
MEMBE*S FROM TWO WE HAD CREATED A BODY OF ITS PRESENT 
POLITICAL COMPOSITION. THE ICCS COULD NOT BE MADE RESPONSILE 
FOR THE COURSE OF EVENTS IN VIETNAM, OVER WHICH IN REALITY 

IT WOULD HAVE LITTLE INFLUENCE. IN ANY CASE, THE FACT WAS 

THAT SOUTH VIETNAM WAS NOW MILITARILY IN A MUCH SUPERIOR 

POSITION AND IF THERE WAS A BASIC PROBLEM IT WAS TO HELP 

ENSURE THAT THE DIFFERENCES WOULD STILL BE WORKED OUT BY 

PEACEFUL RATHER THAN MILITARY MEANS. HE ADDED THAT WE 

SHOULD GIVE MORE SUPPORT TO THE PARIS AGREEMENT PROVISION THAT THERE 

WERE TWO GOVERNMENTS, TWO ARMIES AND THREE POLITICAL FORCES 

IN SOUTH VIETNAM. 

4. I SAID I THOUGHT THERE WERE THREE ASPCTS OF THIS ISSUE? 

ONE WAS**OW HUNGARIANS EXPRESSED THEMSELVES. I SAID WE HAD HAD 
SAME DIFFICULTFS WITH POLISH PRG COMMUNIQUE AS WITH GOH- 
PRG ONE AND HAD SO TOLD THE POLES. AT THE SAME TIME I 


NOTICED THAT THE POLES HAD NOT MENTIONED US AT 
ALL IN COMMUNIQUE OR IN SPEECHES, WHEREAS COMMUNIQUE HERE 
INCLUDED EXTENSIVE PRG CRITICISM OF US AND PRESIDENT 
HAD CRITICIZED OUR PAST ACTIONS IN A SPEECH. ASIDE FROM 
PROBLEMS OO SUBSTANCE OF COMMUNIQUE, THIS WAS ASPECT 
I THOUGHT THEY COULD GIVE SOME ATTENTION TO. SECOND WAS 
HUMANITARIAN ASPECT. ASIDE FROM ASSISTANCE ON PA'E EMPLOYEE, 
HUNGARAN ICCS TEAMS HAD NOT BEE HELPFUL ON HUMANITARIAN MATTERS 
SUCH AS RECENT SHOOTING-DOWN OF HELICOPTER. THIRD WAS QUESTION 
OF IMPARTIALITY AND OF FULL FUNCTIONINGOF ICCS TEAMS. 

I OBSERVED THAT WE HAD PERIODIALLY RAISED 

SPECIFIC PROBLEMS CONNECTED WTH THESE PO*NTS HERE AS WELL AS 
IN VIETNAM. I SAID I WOULD CONTINUE TO TAKE UP SPECIFICS 
WHEN WE HAD THEM WITH MARJAI. 

5. NAGY DID NOT COMMENT DIRECTLY BUT SAID 

HE COULD NOT UNDERSTAND WHY WE FELT THAT PROBLEM OF VIETNAM 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 BUDAPE 00162 231108Z 

NEEDED TO AFFECT OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS. HE SAID THEY 
HAD HAD MANY ARGUMENTS WITH CANADIANS, IRANIANS AND 
INDONESIANS IN ICCS BUT IT DID NOT AFFECT THEIR BILATERAL 
RELATIONSHIPS. THEY ALSO HAD GONE INTO VIETNAM ONLY 
BECAUSE THE PARIS AGREEMENT (AND WE) HAD ASKED THEM TO DO 
SO, AND THAT WHEN THEY WENT IN THEIR VIEWS WERE 
ALREADY WELL KNOWN. I SAID THAT DIFFERENCE WAS THAT US 
INTERESTS WERE DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN VIETNAM. IN THESE 
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CIRCUMSTANCES IT WAS NOT THAT WE WERE SEEKING TO MAKE 
VIETNAM HAVE AN IMPACT ON OUR RELATIONS BUT THAT IN FACT IT WAS AN 
ELEMENT IN HEM WHICH THEY NEEDED TO KEEP IN MIND. 

6. COMMENT: AS WITH ALL THESE CONVERSATIONS ON VIETNAM IT IS HARD 
TO 

TELL WHETHER THEY HAVE ANY EFFECT. HUNGARIANS CONSISTENTLY REPLY THAT 

THEY ARE PERFORMING THE ROLE IN VIETNAM THAT THEY HAVE TO AND THAT 
THEY 

HOPE WE WILL UNDERSTAND THAT FACT. AT THE SAME TIME, I THINK THEY 
AT LEAST LISTEN TO THE POINTS DIRECTLY AFFECTING THE US AND I STILL 
HOPE WE CAN BRING ABOUT SOME MODIFICATIONS, AT LEAST WITH RESPECT 
TO US. IN*THE 

PAST FEW MONTHS, ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE REPRODUCED NORTH VIETNAMES AND 
PRG CHARGES AGAINST THE US, THERE HAS BEEN NO, OR VIRTUALLY NO, 

DIRECT CRITICISM OF CURRENT US POLICY IN VIETNAM IN HUNGARIAN PRESS. 

WE BELIEVE OUR EARLIER COMMENTS ON SUCH CRITICISM HELPED ON THIS. 

CHA E IN BEHAVIOR IN ICCS ITSELF WILL BE MUCH HARDER TO BRING ABOUT. 
PEDERSEN 
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